
ATTRO FAQs 

 

What is an ATTRO? 

An ATTRO is an Anti-Terrorism Traffic Regulation Order that gives the police the powers to 

close and restrict access of traffic and pedestrians to an area. It is a permanent order that 

for the majority of the time will lay dormant. However, it exists for the police to use in 

appropriate circumstances should they deem it necessary. 

It can be used in two ways: 

1 – It can be used in a proactive way as part of the planning process for large scale events 

such as party political conferences as a precautionary safety measure. 

2 - It can be used in conjunction with intelligence around a specific terrorism threat or for an 

ongoing incident where there is an immediate need to protect the public.     

 

Why do we need one? 

Whilst there is no specific terrorism threat to Blackpool at this moment in time, there is an 

acknowledged threat to the United Kingdom from international and domestic terrorism. 

Experience shows that crowded places remain an attractive target for terrorists. 

 

Having an ATTRO agreed and in place is a useful operational tool to have and is part of a suite of 

security measures Lancashire Constabulary and their partners already have. These measures are 

reviewed on a regular basis.  

 

What does it do? 

Having an ATTRO in place allows the police to restrict traffic and pedestrian access to an area.   

This would involve things like, road closures, footway closures, the clearing of parked vehicles 

from streets in and around the venue or incident location.  

The ATTRO would be used to support policing efforts such as casualty evacuation, keeping 

key route to and from the area clear of traffic, enabling the support needed to have a quick 

and direct route.  

 

Who can activate an ATTRO? 

An ATTRO can only be brought into use under the direction of Lancashire police, by an 

officer of at least the rank of inspector in consultation with the duty Strategic Commander. 



An ATTRO can also be authorised by the Strategic Commander for pre-planned events as 

part of the security assessment.  

The use of the ATTRO for a pre-panned event and the detail around this would be agreed 
between the police (police Strategic Commander) and Blackpool Council.   
 
When an ATTRO is used in response to a specific incident, an officer of at least Inspector 

rank must inform the duty Strategic Commander who will inform Blackpool Council.  

In the case of responding to an incident, restrictions will remain in place for no longer than 

is necessary and will be reviewed by the council and the police jointly at least every 48 

hours.  

 

Why is the area of the ATTRO so big? 

The area of the ATTRO is large this is necessary as it includes all of Blackpool’s key publically 

accessible locations. It also includes key roads to and from Blackpool Victoria Hospital, key 

roads to and from the M55. 

Access to and from an incident, is essential to secure the best outcomes for public safety, 

policing and ensuring any causalities receive the help they need.  

 

 


